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WELCOME

Lori Stanziola & Becky Richmond
SMAC/SMSD PTA Reflections Co-Chairs
Dee Wright
SMAC/SMSD PTA Citizenship Chair

What we’ll cover:
• Overview of the programs
• Getting Started, Covering the Basics
• Helpful Hints, getting information
• Student Recognition
• Your Questions “Unmask My Truth”

Destyni Meadows, SMNW
PTA National Award of Merit



CONTEST TIMEFRAMES

JANUARY 12
State Deadline

SEPTEMBER 5-
OCTOBER 19

Run Local Contest

OCTOBER 19- 
NOVEMBER 4

Judge & Award 
Local Winners

NOVEMBER 4- 
DECEMBER 5

Judge & Award 
SMAC  Winners

R E F L E C T I O N S ( t e n t a t i v e  d a t e s )

C I T I Z E N S H I P  ( t e n t a t i v e  d a t e s )

JANUARY 22
Recognize 

SMAC Winners

FEBRUARY 14
State Deadline

NOVEMBER 1-
DECEMBER 6

Run Local Contest

DECEMBER 6-
JANUARY 10

Judge & Award 
Local Winners

JANUARY 10- 
FEBRUARY 14

Judge & Award 
SMAC  Winners

FEBRUARY
Recognize 

SMAC Winners



WHAT IS REFLECTIONS?
REFLECTIONS is a NATIONAL PTA 
program, started in 1969

• Over 10 million participants
• Supplements arts in school
• Each year has a theme, this 

year it’s “I am Hopeful 
Because…”

• Pre K through 12th grade



WHAT IS CITIZENSHIP?  

The Citizenship Writing Contest is 
a signature KANSAS State PTA 
program

• It provides an opportunity for 
students to think about 
citizenship and what it means

• Each year has a theme
• This year’s theme is “I Will Lift 

Others Up By…”
• Grades 5 - 12



WHY DO THESE CONTESTS?

Self expression
& exploration

Access to 
the arts

They provide  opportunities for…

Recognition

Student 
engagement & 
success!

Creativity





REFLECTION ART CATEGORIES

DIVISIONS
Primary:               Pre K – 2nd grades
Intermediate:      3rd – 5th grades
Middle School:    6th – 8th grades
High School:        9th – 12th grades 
Special Artist:      Pre K – 12th grades

Film Production

Photography 

Literature Dance Choreography 

Music 
Composition 

YOU can select which 
Art Categories you 

want to offer…
one or all!

Visual Arts Special Artist



GETTING STARTED  

• START EARLY !
• Review local leaders guide
• Form a committee
• Check out the SMAC website 

(smac-pta.org/reflections)
• Review materials
• Unit in Good Standing
• Facebook group for collaboration
• SMSD District email list

http://smac-pta.org/reflections


REFLECTIONS KEY DATES

• Promote the 
contest

• Make entry forms 
available

• Collect entries
• Make sure forms 

and entries meet 
contest 
requirements

• Winners 
submitted to State

• State winners 
announced in 
March

• Student 
recognition and 
reception

JANUARY 12
State Deadline

SEPTEMBER 5-
OCTOBER 19

Run Local Contest

OCTOBER 19-
NOVEMBER 4

Judge & Award 
Local Winners

NOVEMBER 4 – 
DECEMBER 5

Judge & Award 
Council Winners

• Submit winners to 
Council

• Council Judging 
• Winners 

submitted to Field 
Service 
Representatives

• Organize entries
• Distribute to 

judges
• School recognition



REFLECTIONS STUDENT ENTRIES
• Official rules and entry form
• Customize to your program
• Fill out ALL sections of entry
• Reflections Artist statement 
• Legible & accurate
• NEW!  Digital entry forms 

(PTA will accept digital 
signatures)

PRO Tips:  
• Visual Arts & Photography: collect artwork & 

digital file
• Correct digital file formats
• Use email, google docs, etc to streamline
• Form provides the information for advancing 

entries to the next round - keep it safe!
• One for every entry, not one per student

“A Different Forest”
Ella Coash-Johnson, Westridge MS

PTA National Award of Merit





CITIZENSHIP CATEGORIES

GRADES 5 THROUGH 12

POETRY ESSAY 



GETTING STARTED  

• START EARLY !
• Review local leaders guide
• Form a committee
• Check out the SMAC website 

(smac-pta.org/citizenship)
• Review materials
• Facebook group for collaboration

http://smac-pta.org/citizenship


CITIZENSHIP STUDENT ENTRIES
See rules in Program Packet, 
some highlights include: 

• New, original work relating to the theme
• Work is judged by relevance to the theme 

over technique or grammar
• Poetry 50 - 500 words; Essay 200 – 1000 

words
• Students who are physically challenged 

may dictate to another person
• Students for whom English is not their first 

language may submit entries in their own 
language

PRO TIPS:  
• Be sure that entry forms are filled out 

completely and LEGIBLY
• Make sure entries have the correct 

word count
• Consider DIGITAL entry forms and 

entries (pdf format)



CITIZENSHIP KEY DATES

• Promote the 
contest

• Make entry forms 
available

• Collect entries
• Make sure forms 

and entries meet 
contest 
requirements

• Winners 
submitted to State

• State winners 
announced in 
March

• Student 
recognition and 
reception

FEBUARY 14
State Deadline

NOVEMBER 1– 
DECEMBER 6

Run Local Contest

DECEMBER 6 – 
JANUARY 10

Judge & Award 
Local Winners

JANUARY 10 – 
FEBRUARY 14

Judge & Award 
Council Winners

• Submit winners to 
Council

• Council Judging 
• Winners 

submitted to Field 
Service 
Representatives

• Organize entries
• Distribute to 

judges
• School recognition





          PROMOTE   PLAN

PULLING IT OFF IN YOUR SCHOOL

• Check school calendar 
• Plan in reverse to deadlines
• Determine categories & divisions
• Download materials & customize 
• Print handouts & posters
• Budget for activities & 

promotional materials

• Back to School events (or virtual events)
• Talk to art, music, writing teachers (but try 

not to add to their workload)
• Social media
• Posters in school & local businesses
• Flyers in school newsletters or website
• Local dance studios



JUDGING THE ENTRIES

• Tap into pro judges - recommendations from 
school, local pros, area colleges & 
universities -  network & share resources

• Distribute student work and reviewer packet
• Time frame and venue options
• Blind judging
• NO TIES!
• Confidentiality

Reviewer Packet Contains:
• Welcome Letter
• Instructions
• Rubric 
• Score Card



• Honor as many kids as you can
• Announce awardees
• Pictures with permission
• Celebration event
• Certificates/awards
• Display work (virtually?)
• School yearbook
• School social media

CELEBRATE YOUR ENTRIES

Award Examples



• First place in each category
• State collection by deadline
• G-Drive location for digital sharing 
      (HIGHLY ENCOURAGED)
• Ideally, share digital entry forms, 

music scores, photography files (film, 
dance & music already digital)

• NOTE: Visual art entries can be 
digitized by State PTA for consistency

ADVANCE THE WORK



STUDENT RECOGNITION

• Spring reception for State 
Winners

• Kansas students have been 
recognized NATIONALLY

“Stars in the City”
Ishya Bhavsar, Briarwood Elementary

PTA National Award of Merit



R e f l e c t i o n s  c o n t a c t s :
L o r i  S t a n z i o l a  ( l o r i @ l s kc d e s i g n . c o m )  
B e c k y  R i c h m o n d  ( b u c k . r i c h 1 0 0 @ g m a i l . c o m )
C i t i z e n s h i p  c o n t a c t :
D e e  Wr i g h t  ( c h r i s t l w r i g h t @ a o l . c o m )

SMAC/SMSD PTA Zoom Workshop


